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SCOTTISH DOCK:  SPECIES SURVEY AT LOCH LOMOND GOLF CLUB 

Project Brief 

The Scottish Dock is known to occur in the Ross Park area at three locations, with unconfirmed 
reports from a fourth.  The Planning Committee of the National Park Authority have expressed a 
concern that no recent surveys have been carried out for the Scottish Dock on the site of the 
second golf course.   A survey is therefore being commissioned to check for any possible 
colonies of this species within the development footprint.   The cost of this will be met by the 
National Park Authority.  

The key areas to survey are the wet woodland and periodically inundated areas on the 
development site.  These are mainly the Allt a Ghuallain wood and the woods along the Finlas 
Water to the south of the walled garden.   

In addition the survey should include a search of the area identified in Compartment 5, Target 
note 2 in the 1998 management plan.  This is outwith the development footprint for the second 
course but a check to confirm its presence or absence would be a useful additional piece of 
information for course management and future development management purposes. 

The survey is expected to take not more than 1.5 days including travel time and report-writing.  
The report should describe the locations searched and include a map at 1:10,000 scale showing 
the search area.  For each location where Scottish Dock is located, the report should: 

·  Show it on the 1:10,000  map 
·  State grid references quoted to at least 6 figure accuracy. 
·  Include a photograph of the location to aid re-location by NPA and Golf Club staff.  

 

The work must be completed and the report submitted by  3 November 2008. 

 

SCOTTISH DOCK Rumex aquaticus  AT ROSSDHU 

The following information sources exist about this species in the National Park and on this 
development site. 

Scottish Dock is categorised as being Nationally Rare. The only UK location for this species is 
Loch Lomond, though it occurs elsewhere in Europe. 

SSSIs 

Scottish Dock is known to occur at several sites round Loch Lomond, including  

SSSIs: 

·  Aber Bog, Gartocharn Bog and Bell Moss SSSI (SSSI site management Statement 2002). 
·  Endrick Mouth and Islands SSSI- Gartfairn woods (SSSI citation, 1988). 
·  Ross Park SSSI- northern section, in a small wetland area at the mouth of the Aber Burn 

(SSSI citation, 1989). 
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·  Ross Park Loch Shore woodland SSSI, designated for the wet woodland, Scottish Dock 
and elongated sedge Carex elongata. 

The latter two locations are in the Loch Lomond Golf Course at Rossdhu. 

 

BSBI RECORDS 

Other sites with R aquaticus documented by Edna Stewart, BSBI Vice County Recorder in 2005 
are: 

·  Balmaha Bay near boat shed and lagoon,  NS4201690765 
·  Shore east of Balmaha -Rumex aquaticus x crispus-,  NS4290,  
·  Loch Lomond south of Balmaha as far as Crom Mhin, NS42555 90258  
·  Crom Mhin, Rumex aquaticus and hybrids (x crispus, x obtusifolius,  x sanguineus) NS 4288 
·  Balmaha NS 4290 
·  Arrochymore/Inchfad/Inchcailloch, Rumex aquaticus  and hybrid x crispus NS4090  
 

Other sites surveyed for rare plants by BSBI but with NO records of R aquaticus are 

·  Sallochy NS3894 
·  Blairvockie NS3696 
·  Ptarmigan lodge NN3400 
·  Rowchoish NN3204 
·  Cailness NN3406 
·  Inversnaid NN3208 

 

Mitchell et al. report that the largest colonies of Scottish Dock occur on periodically inundated low-
lying ground within the Loch Lomond NNR (Maitland P, Adams, C and Mitchell J, The natural 
heritage of loch Lomond: Its Importance in a National and International Context, Scot. Geog J. 
116 (3))  

NBN 

All of the records on the NBN for this species are from the three 10km squares covering southern 
Loch Lomond.  All of the records for the 10 k square covering Loch Lomond Gold Club are from 
1970s to 1999.  I don’t have access via the NBN to the more detailed locational information but 
the records on the NBN clearly show that there is nothing more recent than the information 
available for preparing the Golf Club Management Plan. 

GOLF CLUB MANAGEMENT PLANS 

This management plan has gone through 3 iterations in 1998, 2006 and 2008. 

Loch Lomond Golf Club Management Plan November 1998 , Abby Miller 

Scottish Dock in Cpt 1, at mouth of Aber Burn, target note 7 

Possible record of Scottish Dock in Cpt 5 at target note 2  

Scottish dock in Cpt 11 at target note 4 south of Finlas water (in the SSS) and just to its north at 
target note 5 (just outside SSSI) 



/�
�

 

Loch Lomond Golf Club Second Course Management Plan . Neils Dokkuma, 2006 

Cpt 1, TN7, Scottish dock as 1998 plan 

Cpt 5 Tn2, possible Scottish dock as 1998 plan 

Loch Lomond Golf Club Second Course Management Plan .  Mike Wood, 2008 

This restates information for Cpts 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 from the 2006 plan, as these fall 
wholly or partly in the development footprint for the second course.    

 

HABITAT SURVEYS 

Other than the LLGC Management Plans, two habitat surveys are available. 

Loch Lomond Woodland survey,  Dargie and Simpson, 1 992, SNH. 

Woodland surveyed to phase 1 and NVC where appropriate.  This report includes the whole of 
the Ross Park promontory.  The main report makes no mention of Scottish Dock, despite 
comments on the nature and structure of the wet woodlands and a detailed list of plant species.  
There are several target notes marked on the maps for this site.  Information on these is 
temporarily unavailable. 

Loch Lomond Vegetation Survey, 1993, SNH. 

Habitats surveyed to Phase 1.  There are no target notes relating to the Ross Park site. 
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